GPA Course
The Geographic Profiling Analysis training program is designed to give analysts and investigators the
background and skills to perform geographic profiling analysis for serial crime investigation, including the
correct interpretation of geographic profiles, and making actionable recommendations based on those
profiles. Students learn through presentations given by subject matter experts, and through the study of
real cases, as well as hands-on training with the Rigel professional geographic profiling software. This
course is approved by the Committee for Geographic Profiling Analyst Training and Certification
(CGPATC), and graduates are eligible for certification as Geographic Profiling Analysts.
The standard GPA course consists of two parts, normally taken in two successive weeks:
GPA I – Basic Concepts (1 week)
Introduction to the concepts and theory of geographic profiling. It covers the behavioral science,
mathematics and statistics behind the techniques. Crime pattern theory, mental maps and criminal
hunting area concepts are introduced.
GPA II – Practical Application (1 week)
Hands-on instruction in applying geographic profiling techniques to actual cases. Emphasis is on effective
analysis, scenario development, investigative strategies, and case report generation. The Rigel
geographic profiling software is introduced and is used extensively in this part of the course.

The Online Course
The GPA course has traditionally been conducted in person in a classroom with a live instructor, but an
online version is now available for those who are unable to travel to one of the in-person courses. The
first week GPA-I course has been packaged as a self-paced computer-based tutorial, while the second
week GPA-II course is conducted as an online interactive webinar with a live instructor.
In general the online course covers the same material as the in-person course, and successful graduates
who pass both weeks are fully qualified to become certified Geographic Profiling Analysts, but there are
some differences from the in-person course:
GPA-I Computer-Based Tutorial:
-

No live group exercises or class discussions.
Some of the optional extra exercises normally given at the instructor’s discretion are cut out.
The actual lecture time is condensed due to the removal of embedded pauses, breaks, and
lengthy discussions, but students are free to set their own pace and take breaks between or
within presentations.

GPA-II Webinar:
-

The live course moves back and forth between lecture, discussion and casework throughout the
day, but for practical reasons the online course is divided into the interactive webinar portion for a
few hours in the morning, and working on the assigned casework the rest of the day.

GPA-I Computer-Based Tutorial
The GPA-I online course is conducted as a self-paced computer-based tutorial. A qualified GPA course
instructor is available to answer any questions that the students have during the course, and will normally
have a brief individual discussion with each student prior to the final exam to assess their progress and
understanding. The instructor will provide the link to the final exam when the student has completed the
course and is ready to proceed.
Each individual lesson is an interactive Flash presentation combining the standard GPA lesson slides with
the instructor voiceover recorded from a live class. There are some embedded videos, and some
computer-scored exercises that the student should complete at the end of the lesson. In the Flash viewer
the student can step back and forth to any individual slide in the presentation, and repeat any segment as
many times as necessary. Students can work at their own pace. The live class is given over 5 days, and
this online course contains the same basic content, but the actual total lecture time of the online course is
only about 8 hours, plus whatever time is taken for the exercises and the final exam.

Requirements:
Students need a computer with a web browser that has Flash support. Any common PC web browser
such as Internet Explorer, Chrome or Firefox should do, but not most tablets as they lack Flash support.
If you are working in a shared space, it is highly recommended that you use headphones in order to hear
the audio clearly and avoid disturbing others.
The GPA-I course binder is provided in pdf format, for which students require a pdf reader program.

GPA-II Webinar
The GPA-II online course is conducted partly as a live interactive webinar, with the remainder of the time
spent on individual casework. A qualified GPA course instructor conducts the webinar, including guided
class discussion and Q&A with individual students. GoToWebinar software is used to allow students to
see and hear the live presentations and to participate in the discussion or ask questions. Students are
provided with a training copy of the Rigel professional geographic profiling software for the duration of the
course.

The live webinar is normally conducted for a few hours in the morning, and students are then free to work
on their assigned casework for the rest of the day. Students must complete the assigned casework on
schedule to keep up with the pace of the class, as each day the webinar discusses the casework
assigned the previous day. The instructor and/or ECRI support staff remain available throughout the day
to answer any questions or resolve any technical issues that the students have while doing their
casework. At the end of the week the instructor provides the final exam case to the group, and students
email their final exam case reports to the instructor for marking.

Requirements:
Students need a computer that can run the GoToWebinar software for Windows. This software can be
downloaded free from the GoToWebinar site for testing. The cost of webinar participation is included in
the course.
Students need to obtain and install the Rigel geographic profiling training software from ECRI prior to the
start of the GPA-II course. Students are strongly advised to test the software before the start of the

course, as they need to follow along during the live webinar, and the time to deal with problems during the
live webinar is limited. The cost of the Rigel training software is included in the course.
In order to participate in interactive discussions, it is recommended that students have a headset with a
microphone. It is possible to use speakers and a separate microphone, but the echo and feedback tends
to be annoying to everyone. It is also possible to participate using telephone for the audio (a call-in
number is provided), but please note that this is a long-distance call which lasts for the duration of the
webinar.
During the webinar students may want to run the Rigel software while watching the instructor’s
presentation. To avoid a lot of window swapping it is helpful to have a second computer, or a computer
with dual screens, or with a wide screen that can show two program windows side-by-side.
The GPA-II course binder is provided in pdf format, for which students require a pdf reader program.

